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A transsexual turns R)

As aradio jockey, she takes up issues relating to her community members

Srisht Dl
bmfeedbackidindiatimos.com

N A SOCIETY that detests trans-
sexuals and treats them as soclal
outcasts, Privanka, 25, a transsex-
il leads o respectable life, as a
radio jockey, even as she attempls to

uplift members of her communiny.
As Rl at 904 Radio Active, a com-
munity radio station, an initiative of
JGI (Jain Group of Institutions),
Privanka hosts o programme titled
Yaaru Ivar' (who 15 this person?)
every Thursday between 12,30 pm
and 1 pr. “1 am thoroughly enjoving
ol ey

wy d il sy
LD Tai

invites guests from the transsexus
community and interviews them.

Fhye show sees Priyanko engaging
her community members in disous
sions as well as addressing their prob-
lems, Including liveliheod, housing.
ecducation, thelr experience wiikle beg
ging ele.

Soctety s known v taunt the com-
munity members when they go beg-
ging. She also conducts audio dramas
that are performed by transsexuals,

WORKSHOPS FOR RIS

Privanka hosts other radio shows that
deal with day-to-tay issues, Incheding
the inconvenience caused to the pulbs
lic by the Metro Ball works, price rise,
ete, o sk she has been performing for
thue last four months, She also holds
warkshops for aspiring radio jockeys.
She carns a salary of Rs 6,000 a
muoaith, which gives her o sense of joy
amd security that her past had failed 1o
provide, Privanka owes It all to
Samara, a community basic organisa-
tion, and Sangama, a non-govern
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Priyanka's show has audio dramas that are performed by transsexuals

mental organisation, with whom she
had been working for the past 12
months, While participating in HIV
awareness programmes, including ral-
lies in support of transsexual rights,
Akkalamma, the head of the NGO,
suggested that Privanka take up the

job ol an RJ at a social project tiken up
b G She grabbed this opportunity
with both hardks and since then, there
has been no lnoking back for her.
Recalling her past, Privanka said
shie was born as Raju, who prefermed
skirts over shirts and cooking over

cricket. "As Twas mocked for my fem
inine qualities at schoal, 1 rold my
mother | was going to a temple, but
rat dway fromm Borme,” she said.

Privanka said with the help of a
friend, she underwent a sex-change
operation in Mumbai. " Thus began a
mew Tife for me, " she said. Like thouo-
sands of other transsexuals, she too
lied a Bife of drudgery, as a sex worker,
and begged for living.
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Even as she overcame her strugghes
with grit and determination, the love
for parents made her call home once.
Lirtle did she realise her parents would
weloome her back with open arms,
After reaniting with her parents four
vears ago, her bonding with them and
her Tittle sister has become more strong,

FAMILY LIFE
Privanka is married to Krishna, who
lives in Mysore with bis first wile and
child, with whom she shares a great
rapport, Privanka was even asked to
name her step child, who was eventu-
ally chrisrened Pritam. Krishna, who
married her three years ago, comes
dowvn o the city often toomeet her, “He
takes me oul for movies," she smiles
On completing her education (she
Is ninth standard pass), she says, 1
lind it tough o continoe with my
studies, JGI has offered me a chance to
complete it, but [ have some financial
issues, due to which studies have o
take the backseat for some time.”




